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her 7 years as Vice Chair of the Baltimore City
Board of School Commissioners.

Ms. Francois has a long history of service in
Maryland. Beginning as a teacher at Cherry
Hill Junior High School, she went on to be-
come a Department Head, Assistant Principal,
Principal and Assistant Superintendent. While
holding these positions, Ms. Francois worked
to establish policies and procedures for im-
proving K-12 curriculum and instruction, as
well as system-wide special student support
services. Throughout her career, Ms. Francois
has received numerous awards and com-
mendations including the Richard R. Green
Award, the nation’s highest urban education
honor, given in recognition of exceptional con-
tributions to urban schools and students.

In 2006, Ms. Francois was appointed as the
Vice Chair of the Baltimore City Board of
School Commissioners. Utilizing her decades
of experience at every level of the public
school system, Ms. Francois has provided a
valuable perspective which has opened up
many new opportunities to students. Ms. Fran-
cois’ work in Baltimore City Public Schools
has been integral to the education and suc-
cess of thousands of City school children.
Under her leadership and guidance, Baltimore
City Public Schools have made significant im-
provements in the scope and effectiveness of
their education programs.

Through all of the promotions, accolades,
and awards, Ms. Francois has stayed true to
her commitment to educate the youth of Balti-
more City. She has dedicated her life to im-
proving public education and has enriched and
guided the lives of thousands of children. The
State of Maryland is forever grateful for all that
she has done. As Ms. Francois retires from
Baltimore City Public Schools, | would like to
thank her for her unwavering dedication and
service.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, June 8, 2012

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, on
Friday, June 2, 2012, | missed a rollcall vote.

Had | been present | would have voted “yea”
on No. 377.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF NATIONAL
CANCER SURVIVORS DAY

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 8, 2012

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the National Cancer Survivors Day
celebration that will be cosponsored by Fal-
mouth Hospital, Cape Cod Healthcare, and
the Falmouth Public Library.

National Cancer Survivors Day is an annual
and honored worldwide celebration of life that
is held in hundreds of communities across the
globe. Participants in these events unite on
the first Sunday in June to show that life after
a cancer diagnosis can be meaningful and
productive. The local Cape Cod event, to be
cosponsored by Falmouth Hospital, Cape Cod
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Healthcare and Falmouth Public Library, is
part of a biannual celebration for cancer sur-
vivors and caregivers of upper Cape Cod. At
the event, the “Survivors Quilt,” or the Quilt of
Hope, will be unveiled, which is made up of
handmade squares contributed by local cancer
survivors to celebrate their resilience and de-
termination.

The cosponsors of the Cape’s National Can-
cer Survivors Day event are local leaders who
have led the effort to eradicate cancer and to
assist cancer patients, their caregivers, and
survivors. Cape Cod Healthcare, which is one
of the top ten healthcare systems in the na-
tion, provides the latest diagnostic imaging
technology at health facilities throughout the
Cape. As for Falmouth Hospital, its cancer
program has received significant endorse-
ments from accreditation agencies, such as
the Commission on Cancer and the National
Accreditation Program for Breast Centers. Fal-
mouth Hospital’s Clark Cancer Center pro-
vides local access to the latest, most sophisti-
cated, and most reliable cancer therapies
available, and is the only hospital in which
many Cape Cod residents can receive such
treatments. Additionally, the hospital’'s Seifer
Women’s Health and Imaging Center, along
with the Wilkens Outpatient Medical Complex
in Hyannis, are the two Cape Cod Healthcare
centers that provide certain types of digital
screening and diagnostic services to Cape
residents. The work of these organizations is
invaluable to the local community, as the
American Cancer Society estimates that Mas-
sachusetts will see over 38,000 new cancer
diagnoses this year.

Mr. Speaker, it brings me great pride to
honor these local organizations in their contin-
uous fight against cancer and to commemo-
rate their celebration of National Cancer Sur-
vivors Day. | urge my colleagues to join me in
recognizing the importance of their work in the
local community as well as the significance of
National Cancer Survivors Day.

——

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL MARINA
DAY

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 8, 2012

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the significance and contributions of
local marinas across the country as we com-
memorate National Marina Day on June 9,
2012. Every day across this great nation, folks
take advantage of waterways for a variety of
reasons, including commerce, sport, and
recreation. National Marina Day is a special
opportunity to highlight the valuable role that
marinas play in communities across America
as gateways to some of our country’s most
exceptional waterways.

The First District of Virginia is a region
where waterways are an important part of life
for many folks, from the Potomac, Rappahan-
nock, and York Rivers to the great Chesa-
peake Bay itself. For many citizens, marinas
serve as gateways to these grand waterways,
places where folks can reacquaint themselves
with nature and learn valuable lessons of envi-
ronmental stewardship, all while mastering the
practical skills and expertise associated with
operating a boat. Many of these life lessons
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were instilled in me during summers on Vir-
ginia’s Northern Neck, which | have called
home for many years, and they are lessons
that | have found to be beneficial in all aspects
of my life. Marinas have provided the oppor-
tunity for folks from all walks of life to experi-
ence all of the substance that our natural wa-
terways have to offer, and | am pleased to
recognize their contributions and unique im-
print on our communities as we commemorate
National Marina Day.
—

HONORING MONTANA’S WORLD
WAR II VETERANS

HON. DENNY REHBERG

OF MONTANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 8, 2012

Mr. REHBERG. Mr. Speaker, today, it is my
distinct privilege to welcome a very special
group of men to our nation’s Capital. And
while it is incumbent upon us to honor them,
the truth is, they honor us with their presence
here.

On June 15, 2012, nearly 100 veterans of
the Second World War will arrive in Wash-
ington, D.C. through the Honor Flight program.
Since 2005, Honor Flight has worked to bring
WWII veterans to visit their war memorial at
the foot of the Washington Monument, and a
few feet from the White House. In that first
year, 137 veterans participated in the pro-
gram. By last year, that total annual participa-
tion has swelled to 18,055.

And while each of the veterans who has
participated deserves our thanks and our
honor, this particular group is very special to
me in particular because it marks the very first
time Honor Flight has brought out a group of
veterans from Montana.

You won't find a state that's more proud of
our veterans than Montana. And we have a lot
of them. In fact, you won'’t find many states
that have more as a percentage of our popu-
lation.

On December 7, 1941 the United States
was pulled into the war and Montanans an-
swered the call to service. Within the first
year, 40,000 Men and women from the Treas-
ure State enlisted. By the end of the war,
57,000 had served—nearly 10 percent of the
state’s entire population at the time, one of the
highest rates in the country.

They served in every branch and in every
theater of the conflict. And too many of them
never made it back to Montana, although |
think that heaven must be a little something
like a peaceful sunset over the Yellowstone
River.

But Montana’s veterans didn’t sacrifice in
vain. They bled and died to defeat the great-
est threat to freedom the world has ever seen.
They fought across the bloody islands of the
Pacific and in the frozen forests of Europe.
They fought in the air, land and sea. Some
even fought below the waves. And they won.

Today, the men and women who fought and
won that war are justifiably part of what is
called The Greatest Generation. The sacrifices
of men who arrive in Washington, D.C. are the
reason for this honorable title. It is not some-
thing we gave to them, it's something they
earned.

As they visit this city and reflect on what it
stands for as a beacon of freedom to the
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